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Public Comments Re-Designation Tribal Lands 
April 11, 2017 
 
From  

  
 

 
Thank you for welcoming community to a public hearing held at the Camas Center 
April 10.  
 
As I understand it, in a pro-active move to secure some measure of control over future 
air and water quality for the Pend Oreille River Valley, the Tribe is seeking to upgrade 
the standard permitted for air and water quality such that ‘some’ pollution comes our 
way, but not so much as was on the menu before the upgrade. The net result of the 
change will be 1/10th the degradation that would have been ours without the re-
classification. There will still be a decline in air and water quality, but the amount of 
degradation won’t be as great under Class 1.  
 
In my cursory look at the issue, it seems the actual yardstick of how much is too much 
pollution isn’t just arbitrary, but is scientifically measurable, correlating with health 
risks from drinking water and breathing the air in places with contamination. My 
understanding is that children are most impacted by pollutants, not just because 
they’re in the process of growing, but also because they’re lower to the ground, are 
more apt to have contact by touching, and because they spend more time outdoors.  
 
I learned that contaminants from years gone by are already impacting how many fish 
we should eat from the river and some lakes, and that abiding by such restrictions on 
consumption is particularly important for pregnant women and children. The 
contemplated change from Class II to Class 1 would endeavor to prevent that kind of 
risk from being repeated, or from worsening.  
 
I understand that there are places in our nation where it’s not safe to drink water 
from faucets, and where a garden is no longer able to provide produce safe to eat. 
There are places in the US where contamination falls down like rain upon the soils, 
people, pets, wildlife and open waters. In those places, residents become prisoners in 
their homes, school yards are empty of children for fear of health risks. Residents who 
once gardened to live within their means must buy lesser quality groceries at greater 
costs.  
 
These strike me as real world risks affecting the ability to live in rural lands, to farm, 
to graze animals, even affecting how much time can be spent outdoors.  
 
The Kalispel Tribe is sparing us such a fate.  
 
Thank you for steward this valley. We support your efforts to re-designate to Class 1.   
 
Respectfully,  
 

 

Page 4

10/11/2018

(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)





Kalispel	Tribal	Land	Re-Designation	to	Class	1	
Public	Comment	of	 	
April	11,	2017	
	
I’m	writing	today	to	lend	support	for	the	proposed	re-designation	of	Tribal	
Land	from	Class	II	to	Class	I	but	I’d	also	like	to	address	the	citizen	concerns	
voiced	at	the	public	hearing	of	4/10	at	the	Camas	Center.		
	
Because	the	re-designation	increases	the	footprint	of	oversight	on	areas	
outside	the	Tribal	boundaries,	and	because	any	fixed	source	of	pollution	
outside	Tribal	land	that	might	have	been	allowed	under	Class	II	will	not	
necessarily	be	allowed	under	Class	I,	there	is	concern	in	population	that	
prospective	employers	might	be	put-off	and	take	their	business	elsewhere.		
	
As	I	understand	what	I	heard	last	night,	to	site	a	business	in	relative	
proximity	to	the	Kalispel	Tribal	land,	any	potential	business	would	be	
required	to	better-control	(under	Class	1)	that	fixed	plants’	emissions.	
	
So	if	such	a	business	produces	pollution,	the	Class	1	designation	would	
require	the	business	exert	more	control	over	any	harm	to	the	air	or	water.		
	
I’m	fine	with	that.	
	
The	human	toll	of	finding	employment	in	or	near	Pend	Oreille	County	
should	not	cost	citizens	their	health	and	should	not	compromise	anyone’s	
ability	to	enjoy	a	rural	lifestyle,	to	hunt,	fish,	farm	and	raise	their	families	in	
a	safe	environment.		
	
Employers	we’d	welcome	to	operate	nearby	wouldn’t	ask	we	sacrifice	clean	
air	or	water.	The	employers	we	would	want	would	be	good	neighbors,	
partners	in	protecting	natural	resources.		
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